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Foundation Stage Policy
Our Aims:

· To provide a rich and stimulating environment that promotes individual learning and independence through high quality first hand experiences.
· To promote active learning which is reflective, collaborative and learner driven. 

· To ensure a smooth transition from pre-school settings, including knowledge of any special needs and disabilities in order for us to make reasonable adjustments.
· To develop a partnership between parents, school and the community.

· To work towards the  “Every Child Matters Outcomes” of  
“Be healthy, Stay safe, Enjoy and Achieve, Make a positive contribution and Achieve economic wellbeing”. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

Teachers provide a carefully planned curriculum that helps children achieve/exceed the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage.  All six areas of learning (Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication, Language and Literacy, Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy, Physical Development, Knowledge and Understanding of the World and Creative Development) are treated equally. Much of the learning is through planned play activities and by extending and supporting children’s spontaneous play. The outdoor environment is promoted to engage children in exploring the world.
Assessment

Children are assessed in relation to the Early Learning Goals. An accumulation of written observations, photographs and knowledge of the whole child are used to complete the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. Regular communication through our Open Door Policy, Home/School Diary and parent consultations ensure that parents are aware of children’s progress.
Transition to School – Parents As Partners      
Prior to admission teachers visit children in their pre-school settings to discuss progress, achievements, and note learning styles.  This enables us to build on what the children already know and helps us to develop relationships before starting school. In addition children are invited into school on several occasions to sing, play and explore their new surroundings. An information evening and an individual appointment are also arranged as we appreciate and value the opportunity to talk about the children’s, “Learning Stories so far”. We recognise the knowledge and expertise of parents and other family members in being a child’s first and most enduring educator.
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