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GEOGRAPHY POLICY

Aims and Objectives
At Brundall School, we aim to enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world, increase knowledge, respect and understanding of other cultures, allow children to learn map interpreting skills, enable children to know and understand environmental issues, and encourage the development of a variety of other skills, including enquiry, problem solving, ICT and investigation.
Geography Curriculum Planning
We use the QCA Scheme of Work for Geography as the basis for our curriculum planning.  We carry out curriculum planning in Geography in three phases (long term, medium term and short term).  The long term plan maps the Geography topics studied in each term during each Key Stage, and the children study History topics in conjunction with other subjects.  As the basis for our medium term plans, we use the QCS Scheme of Work which gives details of each unit of work for each term.  Since we have some mixed age classes, some year groups carry out the medium term planning on a two year rotation cycle.  By doing so, we ensure that children have complete coverage of the National Curriculum without repeating topics.  The class teacher writes the lesson plans for each Geography lesson (short term plans).  These plans list the specific learning objectives of each lesson.

Teaching and Learning Styles
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our Geography lessons.  We believe in whole class teaching methods and we combine these with enquiry based research activities.  We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions.  We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs and we enable them to use ICT in Geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning.  Children engage in a wide variety of problem solving activities.  Wherever possible we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem or use of the internet to investigate a current issue.

Differentiation and Progression
We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely different abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  Teaching is planned to achieve this by setting common tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses, setting tasks of increasing difficulty whereby not all children complete all tasks, grouping children by ability in the classroom and setting different tasks for each ability group, providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child and using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups.

Foundation Stage
Geography makes a significant contribution to the Early Learning Goal objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through activities such as collecting postcards from different places, signing songs from around the world, or investigation what makes a ‘good’ playground.

Assessment and Recording
We assess children’s work in Geography by making informal judgements as we observe them during each Geography lesson.  On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and writes constructive comments in accordance with the School’s Marking Policy.

Disabilities and Equal Opportunities
We can use content of this subject to help deliver our Anti-Racist and Equal Opportunities Policies.  We also take care to ensure reasonable adjustments are made for pupils with specific disabilities and we are proactive in ensuring access to the curriculum for all.
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