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POLICY FOR PROVISION FOR GIFTED & TALENTED PUPILS

Aim
We do not regard ‘ability’ as a given.  People and children develop skills and ability through effort, persistence and learning.  We are careful to consider relative maturity in our assessments, so as not to confuse maturity with ability.
We seek to find and develop the talents of all our pupils.  Where some pupils demonstrate a skill that is exception, we make provision to offer suitable challenge to further develop these skills.
The significant characteristics of gifted & talented children may include the following:

· They are capable of abstract thinking and demonstrate word fluency.

· They are adaptable.

· They are able to retrieve information and sort relevant from irrelevant information quickly

· They are committed to a task, self-directed, self-motivated, self-assured and determined and persistent.  They are open to criticism and able to use it constructively.  They have stamina.

· They are creative in their thinking and have original ideas.  They can speculate and are able to take account of detail.  They are curious about lots of things.
Identification – The Process

As there is no single measurement with which to identify gifted & talented  pupils, it is important that a broad-based, inclusive approach is adopted with teachers gathering evidence from a wide range of sources.  In this school we use a combination of the following sources of information:-

· QCA and other standardised and criterion-referenced tests (including attitude and potential ability tests).

· Teacher observation and assessment.

· Checklists of characteristics (including those for able underachievers).

· Previous records.

· Discussions with children.

· Parental information.

Grouping Policy

Gifted & talented children will normally work with pupils of the same chronological age, so that they are part of a normal peer group.  Grouping by ability, however, will enable them to work together with others of similar ability from time to time to allow challenge to take place.  In mixed ability classes, more gifted & talented children will have access to differentiated tasks.  There may be opportunities for acceleration, enabling some pupils to move through the curriculum at a faster rate and for pupils to be withdrawn for individual support when appropriate.  The school will arrange special provision for exceptionally gifted & talented pupils for specific teaching and mentoring when appropriate or possible.  

The school will seek to discover and utilise a range of strategies to improve the teaching and learning of pupils.  These may include:-

· Enrichment activities (with visiting experts, a wide range of materials and resources, enquiry work, increased technical/specialist language etc.)

· Extension activities (with emphasis on open-ended tasks and questions, deepening understanding of concepts, additional activities around the base themes).

· Activities differentiated by task/outcome (including differentiated homework).

· Accelerated learning through awareness of preferred learning styles and multiple intelligences.

· Tasks involving individual research and problem solving.

· Activities which promote high order thinking skills.

· Opportunities for children to initiate discussion and think creatively.
· High challenge opportunities.
In-class approaches may be supported by out-of-hours learning opportunities, all of which should support mainstream education and, wherever possible, integrate fully with it.

· Twilight or weekend sessions.

· Residential programmes.

· Extra-curricular clubs and activities e.g. sport, ICT, study skills.

Use may be made of visiting experts and specialist facilities and there may be an increase in inter-school performance opportunities.

Assessment and Monitoring

· The identified gifted & talented children will be effectively supported and challenged.

· Gifted & talented children will have opportunities to develop their abilities.

· Higher order thinking skills are crucial to gifted and talented development.

Pastoral Care
The school recognises that gifted & talented pupils may need a high level of support and guidance.  The role of the class teacher is crucial alongside the support of the Key Stage Leader. They should be aware of the children on the list in order to address and monitor their social, emotional and cognitive needs.  Appropriate provision and support for pupils should help to raise the esteem and aspirations of all pupils in the school.  It is important that a wide range of opportunities is offered but without pressure and that achievements are recognised and celebrated.

Parents

The school encourages parents to take an active part in their children’s development, sharing activities and progress with them both formally and informally.  Parents need to be informed of their child’s particular abilities and/or talents.  It is important to offer advice and support for parents, as effective partnership between home and school is vital to the success of our children.

Conclusion

· Teachers will be supported by subject leaders and, where necessary.
· The climate of the classroom significantly affects a child’s self esteem and confidence. Teachers are encouraged to view success as achievable through effort, persistence and learning not a ‘given ability’.
· The school takes care to encourage and celebrate the achievement of all pupils.

· Education should be about empowering people to live their lives to the full and to make use of all their talents and abilities, including making reasonable adjustments for pupils with disabilities.
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