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HISTORY POLICY

· To foster in children an interest in the past and to develop and understanding that enables them to enjoy all that History has to offer.
· To cover the teaching of historical skills through teaching about themes and places as laid down in the National Curriculum Programmes of Study.

· To develop an awareness of the past.

· To promote positive attitudes towards an enthusiasm for the historical work in school.

· To develop the skills necessary for interpreting the past.

· To develop a sense of chronology.

History Curriculum Planning
We use the QCA Scheme of Work for History as the basis for our curriculum planning.  We carry out curriculum planning in History in three phases (long term, medium term and short term).  The long term plan maps the History topics studied in each term during each Key Stage, and the children study History topics in conjunction with other subjects.  As the basis for our medium term plans, we use the QCS Scheme of Work which gives details of each unit of work for each term.  Since we have some mixed age classes, some year groups carry out the medium term planning on a two year rotation cycle.  By doing so, we ensure that children have complete coverage of the National Curriculum without repeating topics.  The class teacher writes the lesson plans for each History lesson (short term plans).  These plans list the specific learning objectives of each lesson.

Teaching and Learning 
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians.  We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources.  Teaching methods are varied, using a range of approaches including discussion, presentations, research, use of artefacts and sources, visits, speakers, ICT and fieldwork.  Pupils are given opportunities to apply their ICT capability through the use of tools (e.g. Internet, CD-Rom) to support their learning in History.  (Refer to ICT policy for details).
In Key Stage 1 pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles.  The find out about significant men, women, children and events from the recent and distant past.  They listen and respond to stories and use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions.  

In Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both the recent and distant past.  They learn about change and continuity in their locality and across the world.  They consider history from a range of perspectives, e.g. political, economical, technological, scientific, religious, social. The use different sources to begin to interpret the past, giving reasons for event and analysing results and providing explanations.  They record their knowledge and understanding using dates and historical vocabulary.

Differentiation and Progression
We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely different abilities, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  Teaching is planned to achieve this by setting common tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses, setting tasks of increasing difficulty whereby not all children complete all tasks, grouping children by ability in the classroom and setting different tasks for each ability group, providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child and using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups.

Foundation Stage
We teach History in Reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during theyear.  We relate the History side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs).  History makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through activities such as dressing up in historical costumes, looking at pictures of famous people in history or discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives.
Assessment and Recording
We assess children’s work in History by making informal judgements as we observe them during each History lesson.  On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and writes constructive comments in accordance with the School’s Marking Policy.

Disabilities and Equal Opportunities
We can use content of this subject to help deliver our Anti-Racist and Equal Opportunities Policies.  We also take care to ensure reasonable adjustments are made for pupils with specific disabilities and we are proactive in ensuring access to the curriculum for all.
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