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Primary Languages Policy for Key Stage Two 
Our approach to language learning links closely with the key message from the Primary Languages Framework. The emphasis is on: 


Raising children’s awareness of the nature of language, languages and culture rather than on the aquisition of large amounts of vocabulary (2.1.p4).   
Aims and objectives

-to develop a positive attitude towards language learning.
-to challenge and motivate all learners through high expectations, a variety of teaching styles and an enriched environment.

-to have or build up, where possible, class teachers delivering the language entitlement so that learning becomes embedded throughout the curriculum and sustainable.
Teaching and learning styles
We will use a variety of techniques to fulfil the framework objectives eg. games, role play, drama, and songs encouraging creative use of the language, making sound-spelling links, use of target language. (Framework :2. 2 page 25 ) Lessons will provide a mixture of whole class, group and individual work. Resources will include schemes, posters, stickers, puppets, IT, dictionaries, books etc. ICT will be an important tool to support classroom delivery of Primary Languages and will include interactive whiteboard activities, DVD and CD extracts with native speaker voices and intercultural links.
Differentiation/Inclusion/SEN/Gifted and Talented

We recognise that there are children of widely different abilities in all classes. We usually set common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. Where appropriate, more-able children will be encouraged to move on from using single-word responses, to phrases and then sentences, including questions.  We make reasonable adjustments for pupils with disabilities.
Planning 

The framework’s objectives are at the core of our planning, in conjunction with the EarlyStart schemes for French (Years 5 and 6) and German (Year 4), and the Language Investigator unit (Year 3) as the basis for its curriculum planning. Where possible, Year 3 children are taught Latin by teachers from Norwich School. This has been organised so that there is built-in progression throughout the Key Stage, leading to two years of French, the agreed transistion language for Thorpe St Andrew High School. A flexible approach will be needed in the event of mixed-age classes for Primary Language teaching. Languages could be taught in a rolling programme or in separate groups dependent upon what has happened the previous year. All Key Stage Two classes will provide an hour of language learning per week, at the discretion of year groups, making use of teachers with subject strengths where possible.
Every Child Matters*
Teaching languages in a primary school gives us rich opportunities to make every child matter- through celebrating linguistic diversity and valuing every child’s cultural and linguistic background. Children are encouraged to make a positive contribution to the community by respecting others and working collaboratively; they also develop team skills, which will contribute to their future economic wellbeing. Moreover, the National Languages Strategy, Languages for all: languages for life, stresses the inclusive nature of primary languages-language learning is for all children.

The contribution of Primary Languages to teaching in other curriculum areas

The Framework supports children’s literacy, and also contributes to the planning of other subjects, providing a genuine cross-curricular strand to the curriculum. The learning of a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for the pupils. Pupils develop communication and literacy skills that lay the foundation for future language learning. Pupils develop linguistic competence, extend their knowledge of how language works and explore differences and similarities between another language and English. Learning another language raises awareness of the multilingual and multicultural world and introduces an international dimension to pupils’ learning, giving them an insight into their own culture and the culture of others. The learning of another language provides a medium for cross-curricular links, and for the reinforcement of knowledge, skills and understanding developed in other subjects. 
Assessment for Learning
Teachers assess children’s work in Primary Languages by making informal judgements and providing instant feedback as necessary, as they observe them during lessons. At the end of the year, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the progress of each pupil, using the Languages Ladder wording for Oracy and Literacy and the Framework’s guidelines for Intercultural Understanding, Knowledge about Language and Language Learning Strategies for guidance. 
Resources

The Schemes of Work mentioned in Section 4 are enriched by the following resources:

Collins First Time French Dictionary: x4

Singing French (songbook)
Jouons Tous Ensemble (games)


Collins German Dictionary: x2
Hey Hey Hallo (songbook)



Wir Spielen zusammen (games)  
Class set of Euro notes and coins 

Monitoring and review

The work of the subject leader involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of Primary Languages and identifying opportunities for training and upskilling, where available, for non-specialist staff. This also involves keeping abreast of current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.
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� Quotation taken from Primary Subjects Issue one Summer 2008: Primary Languages: Making every child matter.






