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MARKING AND RESPONSE POLICY
Aims of this policy.

· To ensure marking and responding to children’s work is a positive experience for the child.

· To ensure we inform the child, parents and other teachers of a child’s efforts, achievements and next steps for learning.
· To ensure we assess the stage of understanding of each child.

· To ensure we inform planning to closely match learning to the child’s developing skills and challenge range.
· To assist with moderation within the class, year group and school.
· To ensure reasonable adjustments are made for pupils with disabilities.
Good practice in responding to children’s work.

At Brundall school, marking and responding to children’s work is focused on the learning objective and next steps in learning.
Setting Objectives (WALT)

· The objectives are presented unambiguously so the child understands easily the learning objective.
· National curriculum targets are often complex in vocabulary, and can be rephrased  into child friendly language.
· Objectives should be appropriate for challenge and skill development.
Marking

· Marking should first respond to the objective set, either underneath the work or by marking next to the WALT, with ticks for example.

· Comments should be descriptive and recognize learning and effort.
· Marking should be carried out soon after the work has been completed, if possible with the child.
· Negative comments should be used rarely, but do have a place where a child has clearly under-performed in a lesson.

· Marking can include the award of ‘House Points’ for effort and learning of a high standard for that child.
· Occasionally, on key objectives for example, use prompts for the child to respond to your marking of the work. This ensures an immediate response or recognition from the child on how they can improve further. Where this has taken place, allow time the next lesson for the child to respond and learn from your prompt. This may be the first 5 minutes of the lesson.

Prompts can be written for a number of reasons.


To add to work

- Prompt a child to think of 3 alternatives to a word they used in their work, to improve their vocabulary.

- A prompt could be to add some detail about a character in a story.

- A prompt could be written to finish a task.

To correct work

· A prompt could be written to redo the following 2 calculations, as you were not convinced they fully understood in the lesson.

Questions & answers…(What do we actually do here?)

How do we mark spelling errors?
· Reception do not correct spelling errors, the children are encouraged to write phonetically.

· We don’t highlight too many errors in general work, we want the children to be free writers.

· Maximum of 5 spellings in a piece of work highlighted.

· Write the words in question under the work, so the child has room to copy it.

· Focus on high frequency words in general work.

· Try to give subject specific vocabulary in lessons to stop children making errors in the first place.

How do we mark drafted pieces of work compared to general final pieces? Is it different? 
(KS2 only)

· Drafted work will be marked to a greater degree than a final piece. 

· Final pieces of work will be left ‘clean’, only marking to the objective.

· Peer marking/ response partners can be used at the drafting stage.

What do we use to mark and respond with?
· Verbal comments- especially in the foundation stage.

· KS1 do not use red pen.

· KS2 use a contrasting colour to the child’s pen.

· Stickers and stamps are used for good effort and personal attainment across the school.

Do we involve the children in the marking process? If so, what do the children do as a result?

· Children can mark their own WALT on their work. 1,2, 3 ticks.

· Self-assessment grids can be used to mark against set criteria.

· Make sure children have time to respond to prompts and other marking.

· Share good examples of work in class to learn from them.

Do we comment on all pieces of work?
· All work will be acknowledged.

· Foundation stage will comment orally on all adult lead tasks.

· Homework can be dated and signed once checked over.

· Comments can be put to explain the circumstances of the piece. E.g. to state who worked with that group in the lesson.

What do we mark and how often?
· In the FS, verbal feedback will happen in every adult led session.

· We mark with the children where possible, especially in KS1 & FS.

· We mark as soon as possible after the work has been completed.

· Homework can be signed and dated.
· Next steps are identified whenever possible.
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