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Children’s ideas of how to go
green take flight through play
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CostesseySchool governors recognised for their support for children

Primary school pupils have been
learning about how to be
environmentally friendly and
green through an interactive play.

Brundall Primary School in
Braydeston Avenue is among 100
British schools to have already
received £20,000 solar panels,
which are half-funded by The Co-
operative, with match-funding
from the Government’s Low
Carbon Building Programme
(LCBP). 

On Thursday, the school also had
a visit from Twisting Yarn Theatre
with their interactive play, The
Crow Scarers.

The play is aimed at primary
school pupils and shows how the
environment has been affected by
the different ways a patch of land
has been used throughout history. 

Pupils provided the props for the
performance by making their own
crows from recycled materials.

The play, which has been
commissioned by The Co-operative
as part of its Green Energy for

Schools scheme, follows the story
of two children who fall through
an old mineshaft while looking at a
scarecrow in a field and end up
travelling back in time during an
underground adventure where
they encounter colourful

characters from the past. The
accompanying workshop which
children were invited to take part
in, encouraged them to decide how
the land should be used in the
future. 

The Co-operative’s community

and campaigns manager, Melanie
Phillips, said: “The aim of our
Green Energy for Schools scheme
is to help schools reduce their
reliance on fossil fuels while
educating the next generation
about climate change. 

“By following-up the installation
of the solar panels with this lively
and colourful theatre workshop,
we can hopefully inspire the
children to think about other ways
they can help the environment.” 

Head Rick Stuart-Sheppard
added: “We are grateful to The Co-
operative for giving our pupils this
opportunity to learn about the
environment in a fun, creative way.
Our solar panels provide us with a
prominent reminder of the need to
conserve energy and this theatre
workshop builds on the work we
are already doing to help tackle
climate change.”

A little recognised group of
volunteers were praised for their
work with schools at a special
meeting. 

School governors met at a
conference organised jointly by
Norfolk Governor Services and the
Norfolk Governors Network, on
the topic of Governors Leading

from the Front. They were
welcomed by Lisa Christensen,
director of children’s services at
Norfolk County Council, who paid
tribute to the voluntary work they
did supporting the county’s
schoolchildren. 

More than 80 governors took the
opportunity to hear keynote

speakers of national standing and
to share ideas and good practice. 

Governing bodies work with
schools and headteachers to
provide strategic direction and the
conference offered guidance on
how to meet this.

A conference report is available
on the Norfolk Governors’

Network website www.ngn.org.uk
and the event will be held again
with the same agenda in King’s
Lynn on February 6 next year for
school governors from the west of
the county. 

If you would like more information
about this event, call Governor Services
on 01603 433276.

Tracey Gray
tracey.gray@archant.co.uk

➜ A quiz night is being held tonight at
Spixworth Social Club, Crostwick
Lane, from 9pm. Teams of four are
welcome at £1 per person. Proceeds
from the raffle will be donated to
charity.

➜ Mucky Pups Art and Craft term-time
classes are held at Crostwick, on Tuesdays
afternoons and Wednesdays mornings,
and at Spixworth on Fridays
mornings. Each week enjoy nine different
art and craft activities. This week’s theme
is Christmas.

If you are interested in having some
quality messy fun with your pre-school
child, and where someone else will clean
up, please contact Claire on 01603 710764
or email claire@mucky-pups.com for
more information and to book your place.

You are welcome to go along for a trial
session, cost £4.25, to see if Mucky Pups
is for your youngster (from 18
months). Children love it!

➜ A Group Healing session is being
held on Wednesday, December 10,
starting at 7pm. Cost £10, booking
essential. Contact Julie Turner on 01603
710043.

➜ On Friday, December 12, Spixworth
Scouts are holding their annual
Pensioners’ Christmas Meal for residents
of Spixworth.

The Scout Group really enjoys hosting
this social event and their guests have a
fabulous evening.

➜ Getting organised for Christmas?
Shopping online? You can help St
Peter’s Church, Spixworth, for free! Just
log-on to www.buy.at/spixworth and
then head off to all the major online
retailers.

It costs you nothing and helps church
funds loads!

➜ On Friday, December 12 from 6.30pm
there will be a Christmas Open House in
Holy Trinity Church, with various stalls and
carols sung, and decorated Christmas
trees on display.

➜ On Saturday, December 13 from
10.30am to noon there will be a
Christmas Coffee Morning at Davy Place
Community Room.

➜ On Monday, December 15 Father
Christmas pays a special visit to Rosy Lees
Tea Rooms from 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Free
gifts for all the children.

➜ On Wednesday, December 17 at
7.30pm at St John’s Church, Loddon
Singers will present their Annual
Christmas Cracker Concert.

➜ Waveney branch of the Foresters,
which covers this area, held a dinner
dance at the Ramada Hotel, Norwich on
Friday, November 21, attended by over 60
members. 

A cheque raised by the members
through store collections and raffles, was
presented to the East Anglian Children’s
Hospice at Quidenham.

➜ Women’s Fellowship members all
made a Christmas card at their
November meeting in St Helen’s Hall.
They were under instruction from their
chairman, Olive Websdale. 

The fellowship will not meet in
December. 

The next meeting will be on January
27 at 2.30pm for the annual New Year
party.

Scary: actor Nick Hall with
pupils George Palmer and

Abi Simon. Below, Sindy
Nung with one of the

crows.  PHOTO: SIMON FINLAY

The workers who can boast of
five centuries of loyal service
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Students’ hard work is recognised at awards evening

In the cut-throat pace of today’s
world it is not just highly-paid
football pros who change
employers as often as their luxury
sports cars.

Loyalty and long-service are
words often associated with an
altogether gentler era, which
makes it all the more remarkable
that one Norfolk firm has just
celebrated nearly 500 years of
continuous service by 15 members
of staff.

As you might expect in a
company which staff are more
than happy to describe as “like an
extended family”, Yarmouth
fertilizer manufacturer The Bunn
Group toasted the landmark with a
special dinner at the town’s
Imperial Hotel.

Naturally leading from the front
are the directors, with John Tooley
and Neville Hitcham serving for 60
years and Bernard Thorpe – still
attending board meetings well into
his 80s – clocking up 69 years of
continuous employ-ment.

Chairman Michael Fuller, 69, a
relative junior having joined
straight from university 46 years
ago, believes it is the philosophy of
the directors that inspires such
loyalty. ]

He said: “There are no hangers
on at all. The directors are very
actively concerned with the
business so we know what’s going
on. We are approachable and have
a personal relationship with
members of staff.”

He pointed out that loyalty at
The Bunn Group even spanned the
generations – in his case, his father
Stanley joined in the 1920s,
clocking up 60 years, and his son
John was following in his footsteps
as a fellow director. 

The Tooleys also boasted a
similar proud record with sons
Matthew and Ian following in the

footsteps of father John. At the
dinner, eight members of staff
were recognised for service
between 25 and 27 years while four
were honoured on their retirement
– senior driver Peter McKinna
after 39 years and operations
manager Robin Shepard after 31
years.

Plant foreman Stephen
Patterson, 44, who has served 27

years, said he joined three days
after leaving school and had never
considered leaving. 

“They treat us well and we are
like a big family and enjoy coming
into work,” he said. He added his
father and grandfather and two
uncles had all worked for the
company as well.

Chairman’s PA Caron
Bunnewell, 42, who has reached 25

years service, said she liked the
fact it was an “old-fashioned
company with traditional values”.

Group accountant Keith Spanton
said the acid test was that he still
liked coming into work each day
after 27 years.

Rebecca Gough
rebecca.gough@archant.co.uk

Students have been rewarded for their hard
efforts at a presentation evening.

Long Stratton High School held its annual
presentation evening on Thursday, November 20,
with students who left the school in the summer
receiving their GCSE certificates at the event.

The evening was introduced by the vice-
chairman of governors, Keith Read, followed by
remarks to the students from the headteacher, Dr
Paul Adams. 

Dr Adams said that staff saw the year group as
friendly, helpful and affable, and easy to work
with.  

He added: “As a year group I have to say again
you were very pleasant, and a credit to the school
in many ways. 

“We are here to celebrate and remember. You
have all moved on to more success, time never
stops.” 

Students Holly Adams and Scott Smith were in
the top 10 students in the country for their GCSE
Art results.

Guest speaker, who also presented the
certificates, was the Rev James Nash, Rector of
Long Stratton, St Michael’s and Wacton parishes,
and a governor of the school. He told the students
that hard work was the way to get on.  

➜ After the demise of the parish
newsletter, The Grapevine, the Curate,
Fr David Stevenson, has launched the
Timberhill Herald. It contains news,
diary dates, cartoons, an article by
Professor Brian Thorne about the
Friends of Julian, a lecture for “The
Hopes and Fears of all those Years”
by Dr Herbert McGonigle and even a
crossword for fun. 

Hopefully in the future it will reach
most people in the parish of St John
the Baptist Timberhill with St Julian,
as The Grapevine did in the past.

➜ Father Martin Smith conducted a
memorial service in St Julian’s garden for
the fallen in two world wars. The Last
Post was played by a Salvation Army
member and a wreath was laid at
Morgan House.

➜ A service of Remembrance, prayer
and hope for all who live with Aids or
HIV, and for those who have lost their
lives because of this infection, was
held at the Church of St John the
Baptist, Timberhill, on World Aids Day
(December 1). 

The service began with a welcome
from Stuart Selby of EAST. The Sheriff
of Norwich, Roy Waller spoke about
World Aids 2008. 

He referred to leadership and urged
his listeners to “keep the promise,
stop Aids.” Everjoice Makuve, who
works for the NHS Sexual Health
Promotion Unit, spoke about “time to
step out.” 

She is also the founder of Che’
Jama, a community-based HIV
prevention and sexual health
promotion service for African
communities. It also works for
minority ethnic committees, including
refugees, migrant workers, asylum
seekers, students and overseas
visitors.

Maureen Leveton, a member of the
Jewish community in Norwich, gave a
14th Century reading about leaving
this world and the companionship of
time, which flies quickly, and also a
prayer composed by a Jewish rabbi. 

The church organist Keith Buxton
accompanied the hymns, and Roger
Rayner played a Prelude by Bach, and
a Scarlatti slow movement. 

Fr David Stevenson conducted the
service and invited the congregation
to light candles in memory of loved
ones or as symbols of prayers. Keith
Buxton played Pie Jesu by Andrew
Lloyd Webber, and all the names of
those in the memorial book were read
out. 

Dr Martin Smith reminded the
congregation that the book was
always available, through the clergy
for additional names, and each month
the appropriate page was on view in
daylight hours. 

Dr David concluded the service with
prayer, and refreshments were served
afterwards.

➜ St Mark’s Church, Hall Road, Norwich
on Saturday, December 13 at 7.30pm: a
concert of choral and organ music on
the theme of Christmas by Sine Nomine
Choir, directed by Matthew Wright.

Tickets, priced at £5 (adult) and £1
(under 16) are availble on the door, and
include a hot drink.

➜ Old Lakenham Parish Church’s
Annual Prize Bingo will be on
Saturday, December 13 at 7.30pm,
held at Old Lakenham Community
Centre on Harwood Road.

We look forward to seeing you
there.

Long service: Chairman Michael Fuller (left), vice-chairman John Tooley (right) and long-service workers (from left) Caron
Bunnewell, Peter Moyse, John Coote, Stephen Patterson, Keith Spanton, David Teasdale and Peter Garrod.  PHOTO: ANDY DARNELL

Recognition: Headteacher Paul Adams, prize
winners Charlotte Joliffe and Sophie Cutting
and the Rev James Nash.  PHOTO: SUBMITTED


