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AngliaAflo:

PHCMIC TIME: Anchor your Orlkniy Gr ground i

After a day, we're
ready to settle
down with Doris

Andrew Pinder casts off with his family in the Orkney 522, a serious
little boat you can beach, take to sea, perhaps even camp aboard.
Ted, 9, steered most of the way and Robbie, 12, took the best pictures

rkriys hiave bean popular A gahd, lun way 0 gat allgat. And in a lire ol Roarmark Munn of Felixsiowe, one ol tha

sl workboats wilh feCERgIGN, he vary reasonable price 1ag = ipngast established boatng businesses in

lishermean, Rasbour anather attractive feature, thie LI

authoritres, saibng clubs To put theary to the tast, | headed lor the In handing over tha boat to us. thare was

and the like for years, poturasqua River Deben in Sufiolk, vary litthe that Andrew needed to axplain -

establizhang a sirong accompaniad by wile Rache! and sons excapt perhags har name. “As she is a day
raputation for guality. durabilty and sea- Robbie (aged 12) and Ted (aged &), Wea boal we decidad 1o christen her Dones™, i
worlhinass, Il i precsely thesa gualities thal were to be lant an Orkney 522 for tha said wilh & grin, 5o filled with B Spirit of
alsn give tham appaal 10 tamilies koking for wrdkand by Andnes Munn, Deocior of “Brytihing you can do | can 3o baiter thi
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ABOWE: Fschnl with Ted in o cuddy - and now you can oot hrough @ sondscresn Ralch §beow)

tafmily clombed aboard and we headed off
I it

Tha renowned features of these boals
were immadiatety apparent; she simply felt
nght’, i was nat long belore | handed over
the halm to Ted. Athough be ig far mong
used to wind powes and a hiler, ho So0n
learnt not (o ever-compingale with tha
steanng, and satiled gdown Bebend tho whesl
ol by bl boan doing it all his e

AL 1T Vin [5.22m) the Orinay 522 is the
rrigidle boat in the Senes 2 dayboal ranga
wilh plenty of spaca on board for the
avarage family. The wide, deep, sell-
draining cockpit that is an ideal platlarm ko
fshermen S also & vary Secung ares bor
samply lazng aboul and egnfing the s,

May/June 2000

Ciur boat had grab rails running Goen edher
coaming, which are an opbional e, bul
vary commsnient whan il comes 1o migpding
mbout in any ort of sea

Theet ard b large waterprood kockars
tha doulde as seats for the halmsman and
nirvigator, provedsng ample siowage space
for a day irip. AN the confrols are amanged
tidity and logically in one small consola,
which in our case included & Garmin mulb-
function charl plotter and lisk-lindar (again
an ophional accessory), Lndernaath tha
Consnle thisis 15 more ganarus slowage,
althaugh in this casa not walartight. Fnally
thare is & boreard showage compariman,
and an open well in the bow for anchor, eic

By now we wara nearing an areg known

as ‘The Rocks - a popular picnic spot on 2
small sandy beach undarmeath a wooded
frver cEH. Mormally we would anchar off and
then row ashode in an inflatable dinghy
Today, however, there was no such hiassla

The Qekngy 522 has a draft of less than
nalt a matne, which méaant wa were able 1o
ganthy rudge right up 1o the beach {1akng
care of coursa 1o rase the cutboard engne
- @ simple one-louch-of-a-bution operation
with fis built-in powear tilth, bn only @ coupla o
minies i picnes was unpicked, and most
of s did mil aven have damp feet (apart
trom Robbia, of coursa, who always has to
gaf himsalf as wel as possibla)

Lookeng back as we munched our
sandwiches | could not hedp nabcing 1hat this
Orkney 522 has very cloan, simpla Enes 1hat
ang aagy on the aya

Advar lunch, tha adufls wanted to lie back
and snooze in the warming swn. But it was
niad to ba. The boys craved speed. We had
shown that the Orkney was sale, but was
shi fun? Robbie was &1 tha halm as we
claared thi moonings by Ramsholt nn and
hapaciod far b kag ciear siretch between
the marshas. As he eased the throtte
forward, Dons mmediately respondad, fing
on to & plane. She had a surprisng tum of
speed)

Thi dhesign Bret behind Orkney's Series 2
Baats was ko mainfain the class's lines and
saa-going abilities_ but at the same time o
improe its parlormance al spead. This has
bean achieved by keeping the classic -
shaped bow, but flattenang ihe underwater
profile afl to lacdiabe planing

S0 even with @ relitivihy low povwenead
anging (50 H.P. = tha maxsmum specified),
speeds of up fo 26 knots are possible.
Seamark Munn recommend the Honda 50
outboard, which we fownd 1o be clean, guial
and vary fual afficien (A pparenily if avan
has & PL compuler intertace for diagnostics
and basting. )

Fusl for the engine is stored in two 25 lima
ramovable plastic tanks, easily accasaibla
through a hatch in the cockpit foor Thit
geves the standard Orkney 522 a crulsing
range of up to & % hours (alhaugh
admittedly vou do have b swag the lusl line
ol maracaly, hall way I!hnq‘;-ugh} Mn'.'ig:llws
kxpking o mcranss the range further can opt
far @ third plistic 1ank in b bows.

Painting ouf to Robbie thal we were
gettng trad of his Jesemy Clarkson
mmpersonation, | decsded trat i was ime fo
put 1o sea.

| glanced across al Rachel - sh wha had
cncE lamously besn Sick on a rvas harry

(R wis hgf usual smile, and in ils place a
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DRKMEY 522

Length 171 1in {5.22 m)

Beam &ft Tin (2.00 m)

Interior freeboard 26in (0.66 m)
Weight 1050lb (475 kag)

Max. engine power 50HP

Max. speed 26 knots

BASIC PRICE

(including Honda BFS0 engine
and braked trailer)

£17,999 incl VAT

Additional items as featured
(rails, fairleads, navigation lights,
cockpit cover, ete.) £1,460
Garmin chart plotter/ fish-finder
£600

For navigation on inland
waterways where strict spead
limits apply, a 20HP engine could
be specitied as an alternative, for
a reduced cost of about £2 000

All prices inclusive of VAT

The other boats in the Series 2
range are the smaller Orkney
452 (141t 10in), which is light
enough for an un-braked trailer,
and comes with a Suzuki 25 HP
enging for £12,150 and the
larger Orkney 592 (197 5in)
which is £23,195 with braked
traller and Honda T5HF engine.
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ABOVE: Tad takes the whiel

look of apprehension. The River Deben has
probably the strongest esiuanal lide on 1ha
East Coast, and the full farce of the flood
Wikl oW against Us.

Ag usual the wabar was circulating and
conlusad, Neverthelass, we had littla
diificully in making Woodbridge Haven buoy,
which s the auterrost channel marker,
There was & faif wind, the weather had
turned a bit codder and the Sea was a fypical
Easl Coast grey. The lamily moved fonsand
A the warmih and shefier af the cuddy
lwhich covers about & thind of the Orkoney
5328 Wngth overall). Rachal was staning o
smile again = thal was a good sign.

Although By no means baing tested 1o the
extreme, | got th distmct impressson that
fhe Orkney 522 eould handle harsalf in
rough weathef. | wauld nat want to
undertake a cross-channal passage in her,
or dalibaralely go looking for roubbe, Hut |
falt thay should we be ‘caughi owl’ | cowld be
confiden that she would baing us safely
Ehraugh. Wie wiene ot exactly “On Moonlight
Bay' as we headed for hame. but Doris was
cerainly no ‘Calamity Jana'

I hope by now | have convened a sense of
thay ywiarsability of this craft, That versatility
canbnuas in the easa with which she can ba
hardiaed ashors, & purpose-dasigned,
braked, road frailer (buws by Rapide) is
included in the purchase price, By limiting
the enging size o 50 HP, the Orknay
designers have been able 1o kieg tha
ovierall waight of the crati down o a
manageabla 1050 b (475 k). She can be

fowed behind an average family car, and,
given a reasonzble ramp, can be launchod
and recoverad by one, of &t most twa,
adults.

Tied was adopling the position of fonesand
laak-out a5 wa approached the maooring at
Waldringleld, He had descovered one morne
clever design laature of the Orknay 522 The
forward window habch opens righl up (on a
gas strul — no chance of it coming dawn by
accident), and the seaf beneath if hings out
of tha way, 50 1 is possibie 1o stand
sanzuredy, Tully upright in the cpaning, withaout
hiving f0 s1oop or balanca precarnioushy,

“That's tha s0r1 of thing | ke abowt this as
a tamily boal”, said Rachel, 5t feals vary
secure,,, And il would ba good for shopping
trips bo0” Fobbin's commant was
predictable; * like thal i can go really fast”

My eyas had cerlainly been openad 1o
new passibilities.

This wasn jusl a harbour runabaut, i
vl @ highly viable fun boat, lor a prce
mafa akin b a car than 1o a house! We
moored up and propared o saf off for the
debghiz of the Maybush inn. Ted sal
wabching &5 | nigged the PVC eower ower tha
cockpit. | loaked at him. He looked back. |
knaw whal ha was thinking.

Wiz somalimes go off on camping trips in
the lamily's Waytarer dinghy. Would i be
possible to camp on hdara? I would take a
bit of reorgamzaion, bul misybe

W Information: Seamark Munn an
01394 451000 or www, seamarknunn.com
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ABOVE: A Yeoman race starl af Mo

Salute the Yeoman:
it's 40 this year

wur aniry list ol hedms lor
the Yeoman nabanal

ehpmponsips will ranoge

from 1eenagers o those

in their late 70's - not a

bad age ranga?
Cartainly 1he first builder, Leslie
Landarmara, would ba proud of yat another
FAF e D

T Tesl Yeorman salling boat, a8 20 ool
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haf-decker was built of wood in 1868 and
larmad the bases ol moulds for all
siibsaquant boats built of GRP. and now
riemibenng over 200, Thir idea ol tha
Yeoman 15 attnbubed 1o Mr Ernas] Yaomans
a fnend of Leshe Landamone who
persuated him o le‘E-x]ﬂ Al banicd & 200
Barmudan nggeda boat with & smaler sail
area and lower mamnienance costs than the
traditanal Yare and Bung Oing Dasign

Andrew Musgrave bought one. Then another, and another
— truly “a husband and wife team with my crew Daphne.”

« Here Andrew profiles the Yeoman ahead of May 23-25, the
~4 class’s 40th anniversary regatta and celebration event

Lashka wanlad all 1he boats to ba named
afler spmi-pracious stonas such gs Zircon
Topaz, Ameltyst and Camaea, but this plan
bogndored early on, 4% did e aumbacing
LEQUeNoE A9 e gave 10 10 Feguests bod
spaoal numiess. Lendamones buill all the
D305 =“q':|u':|l'-;- soime supplied as kKits up 1o
November 1877, when the licence passad 1o
WMoores as Landamore concendrated on

begepor Boats. Records show that boals wara

May/Jume 2009



ABDVE: Yooman al Wroxham

dalivarad to London, The South Coast
incheding 1ha Isle of Wight, Scotiand, Devon
and Morthern Irefand. Nose recently boats
have bean traced to Hong Kong and Dubad
whera tha owners have been pleasad to
mitks contact with 1he Matonal Association,

Tha aarliesi boats were rathar basic as
bafiited the ‘ganaral purposa’ nilure of thiir
design, but they were raced in tha earty
19705 in the Allcomeans series, and
subsaquantty at Queen Mary Resaneoir,
Rutland 'Water. The Exa Estwany n Censan,
and various Scoftish Lochs. Early racers in
1hia Wraxham fieel incleded Dick Hendry
{Yaoman Mo 2}, Jim Campball (Mo 8], Alan
Eadas (Mo 14) and Chris Mahoney (Mo 17)

It was at thes tima that racing
modifications began o appear startang with
firar and hull sirangthaning, and it is
thaugh! that James Campbell was tha firsl 1o
experimant with a spinnaker mpubed 19 have
cormd roem a Dragon in the mad 19700, Tha
nexl generation ol rmcors saw Hugh
Baichalos virlually unbaatiabie in Mo 43, and
Intar Mike Evang wis tho mien i bial n
Yoorman 124, betone changing Abggiancs b
thie Yang and Bure 0D

In recent yaars varnous membens of the
Harsion tamily kawve lound considarable
SUCCESS, &5 have Ihe Brosems who Inpvedied
waakly lrom Essex lor some years 1o sail at
Wiroxham, Curmeni Nahonal champion s
Sally Dugdale who has proved virually

bay/ June 2008

unbeatable in tha last teo years, and will
diafand hear title again this year

The ‘Kinsman' Hiing keel veesion of the
‘feoman was never consstaded 1o be quite
50 competitve, especially on the Broads.
with axira weight and ditferant keal and
mnuddar shape, buf they are raced with
considarable success on more open areas
such as Rutland ¥Water, and approximaiety
50 boals have bean constructed

Being developad in inflationary times, tha
inatial £1000 price of the Yeoman, rose
dramatically to E2500 by 1878 and £5000 oy
1884, but the boal s nat & 'One Design’ and
has baan steadily developed and improved
over tha years. The first modifications
irvodved the infroduction of the larger
Genoa, to the axbend that 1t s now larger
than the mainsail, and thes in lurn made jib-
turling desiraibla. and oday most recing salls
& now high aspect’.

soma modifications have bean universally
wilcommied, such as the provision of built in
butyancy chambers (the aarly boals had
niorul] and ha commarson of side dack
raunbedd winchies 10 a singla centra cockpd
winch has mado o mach eassar lor tha
crgw. By the 1990's mos racing boats wens
uging spinnakers, and the class pssociabon
supparied thi developmant al & chde sel
inte Ihe fore-gock. In recont yoars, the
conglruclion hoence passed 1o Philip Beits,
wiho carmed oul a subbe re-0esign of ull,

mast stepping and rudder to become the
‘500 series Yeoman'.

To some, this was a slep oo tar, resulting
in resignations lrom the fleat and a change
to mose iradiional boais. The re-desspn was
however accepted by the majority, even o
the extent that similar modifications have
been made to older boats, and some have
bean ‘re-born’ with new 300 series huls,
The cument boat is undendably an
mprovemant on whai was already a good
dasign, and now complies with mone
strmgent recant lagisiation, and can
compate with ather designs cumently on tha
markal.

The sturdy and stable nature of the boat
has made it particularly suitabla for allowsng
the deabled to experience the joys of
salling, with organisations operabing on
Futland Waler where boats have been
comvaried io wheel steenng. Localy, The
Mancy Oafisid Trust al Mealishead operates
savaral Yeoman. Today, the largest Yeoman
fieat ramang at Wroxham (NBYC) with
approxzimately 40 boals and wih fleets also
at Cieldham Hall and Homing [HSC ) and
during the winier as Snowfiakes SC, Thene
are fieels further combined Mo a national
arganisation with a newsletier, meneal @nd
webmila wwa ykboals oo.uk

This year sees the 40th annhersany of e
YeomanHKnaman, and the Mational
Champlonships are being heald a1 The
Norfolk Broads Yach! Club (Wrosham Broad)
ower May Bank Holidey {23-25th)
Sponsorship is by Hugh Boswell Insurance
Sarvices, also from Jechells Salls.

The sailing programme will ewobe 6
races with 5 to count. Celebration evenls in
ihe evenings and all mquines o, Roger
Claxton (01603-433209) or Andrew
Musgrave at 01603-720528

AROVE: Trnis ¥acman carmas & somnnpkad
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