ABOVE: A Yeoman race starl af Mo

Salute the Yeoman:
it's 40 this year

wur aniry list ol hedms lor
the Yeoman nabanal

ehpmponsips will ranoge

from 1eenagers o those

in their late 70's - not a

bad age ranga?
Cartainly 1he first builder, Leslie
Landarmara, would ba proud of yat another
FAF e D

T Tesl Yeorman salling boat, a8 20 ool
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haf-decker was built of wood in 1868 and
larmad the bases ol moulds for all
siibsaquant boats built of GRP. and now
riemibenng over 200, Thir idea ol tha
Yeoman 15 attnbubed 1o Mr Ernas] Yaomans
a fnend of Leshe Landamone who
persuated him o le‘E-x]ﬂ Al banicd & 200
Barmudan nggeda boat with & smaler sail
area and lower mamnienance costs than the
traditanal Yare and Bung Oing Dasign

Andrew Musgrave bought one. Then another, and another
— truly “a husband and wife team with my crew Daphne.”

« Here Andrew profiles the Yeoman ahead of May 23-25, the
~4 class’s 40th anniversary regatta and celebration event

Lashka wanlad all 1he boats to ba named
afler spmi-pracious stonas such gs Zircon
Topaz, Ameltyst and Camaea, but this plan
bogndored early on, 4% did e aumbacing
LEQUeNoE A9 e gave 10 10 Feguests bod
spaoal numiess. Lendamones buill all the
D305 =“q':|u':|l'-;- soime supplied as kKits up 1o
November 1877, when the licence passad 1o
WMoores as Landamore concendrated on

begepor Boats. Records show that boals wara
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dalivarad to London, The South Coast
incheding 1ha Isle of Wight, Scotiand, Devon
and Morthern Irefand. Nose recently boats
have bean traced to Hong Kong and Dubad
whera tha owners have been pleasad to
mitks contact with 1he Matonal Association,

Tha aarliesi boats were rathar basic as
bafiited the ‘ganaral purposa’ nilure of thiir
design, but they were raced in tha earty
19705 in the Allcomeans series, and
subsaquantty at Queen Mary Resaneoir,
Rutland 'Water. The Exa Estwany n Censan,
and various Scoftish Lochs. Early racers in
1hia Wraxham fieel incleded Dick Hendry
{Yaoman Mo 2}, Jim Campball (Mo 8], Alan
Eadas (Mo 14) and Chris Mahoney (Mo 17)

It was at thes tima that racing
modifications began o appear startang with
firar and hull sirangthaning, and it is
thaugh! that James Campbell was tha firsl 1o
experimant with a spinnaker mpubed 19 have
cormd roem a Dragon in the mad 19700, Tha
nexl generation ol rmcors saw Hugh
Baichalos virlually unbaatiabie in Mo 43, and
Intar Mike Evang wis tho mien i bial n
Yoorman 124, betone changing Abggiancs b
thie Yang and Bure 0D

In recent yaars varnous membens of the
Harsion tamily kawve lound considarable
SUCCESS, &5 have Ihe Brosems who Inpvedied
waakly lrom Essex lor some years 1o sail at
Wiroxham, Curmeni Nahonal champion s
Sally Dugdale who has proved virually

bay/ June 2008

unbeatable in tha last teo years, and will
diafand hear title again this year

The ‘Kinsman' Hiing keel veesion of the
‘feoman was never consstaded 1o be quite
50 competitve, especially on the Broads.
with axira weight and ditferant keal and
mnuddar shape, buf they are raced with
considarable success on more open areas
such as Rutland ¥Water, and approximaiety
50 boals have bean constructed

Being developad in inflationary times, tha
inatial £1000 price of the Yeoman, rose
dramatically to E2500 by 1878 and £5000 oy
1884, but the boal s nat & 'One Design’ and
has baan steadily developed and improved
over tha years. The first modifications
irvodved the infroduction of the larger
Genoa, to the axbend that 1t s now larger
than the mainsail, and thes in lurn made jib-
turling desiraibla. and oday most recing salls
& now high aspect’.

soma modifications have bean universally
wilcommied, such as the provision of built in
butyancy chambers (the aarly boals had
niorul] and ha commarson of side dack
raunbedd winchies 10 a singla centra cockpd
winch has mado o mach eassar lor tha
crgw. By the 1990's mos racing boats wens
uging spinnakers, and the class pssociabon
supparied thi developmant al & chde sel
inte Ihe fore-gock. In recont yoars, the
conglruclion hoence passed 1o Philip Beits,
wiho carmed oul a subbe re-0esign of ull,

mast stepping and rudder to become the
‘500 series Yeoman'.

To some, this was a slep oo tar, resulting
in resignations lrom the fleat and a change
to mose iradiional boais. The re-desspn was
however accepted by the majority, even o
the extent that similar modifications have
been made to older boats, and some have
bean ‘re-born’ with new 300 series huls,
The cument boat is undendably an
mprovemant on whai was already a good
dasign, and now complies with mone
strmgent recant lagisiation, and can
compate with ather designs cumently on tha
markal.

The sturdy and stable nature of the boat
has made it particularly suitabla for allowsng
the deabled to experience the joys of
salling, with organisations operabing on
Futland Waler where boats have been
comvaried io wheel steenng. Localy, The
Mancy Oafisid Trust al Mealishead operates
savaral Yeoman. Today, the largest Yeoman
fieat ramang at Wroxham (NBYC) with
approxzimately 40 boals and wih fleets also
at Cieldham Hall and Homing [HSC ) and
during the winier as Snowfiakes SC, Thene
are fieels further combined Mo a national
arganisation with a newsletier, meneal @nd
webmila wwa ykboals oo.uk

This year sees the 40th annhersany of e
YeomanHKnaman, and the Mational
Champlonships are being heald a1 The
Norfolk Broads Yach! Club (Wrosham Broad)
ower May Bank Holidey {23-25th)
Sponsorship is by Hugh Boswell Insurance
Sarvices, also from Jechells Salls.

The sailing programme will ewobe 6
races with 5 to count. Celebration evenls in
ihe evenings and all mquines o, Roger
Claxton (01603-433209) or Andrew
Musgrave at 01603-720528
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